


Barry Moynahan prepared and gave this eulogy at Ted Curtain’s funeral.








EDWARD RAYMOND CURTAIN (TED)


Passed away 25th January 2008 peacefully aged 84 years


Patron of Leichhardt Rowing Club from 1965








Ted Curtain was a magnificent Australian, a great oarsman and a thorough gentleman. He was the Patron of his beloved Leichhardt Rowing Club from 1965 until his passing.





His rowing career at Leichhardt blossomed in the company of an elite group of Club oarsmen who achieved State, Commonwealth and Olympic Games representation in the decade 1950 – 1960. Names coming to mind include …. 





Geoff Williamson 			John Hudson 			Stuart McKenzie


Lionel Robberds 			John Harrison 			Mervyn Finlay


Dave Anderson			Peter Waddington 		Phil Cayser


Nim Greenwood			Max Annett 				


Vic Sweikert			Vic Middleton


			


Loyal Club members who joined Ted at elite level such as Kevin Bond, Neil McCallum, the Ward brothers, the Monaghans (Tom & Bill) and the successful lightweight Nationals such as Steve Roll, Bob Stone, Len McPherson: all of them rowed with Ted and many of the survivors of that era are here today.





Contemporaries from other rowing clubs in that era would include Riley and Wood from Sydney, Maurice Grace from North Shore and Tom Tressider from Haberfield and Sydney, the Evans brothers and the trio of John Hudson, Ken Railton and Mick Allen from Mosman.





Kevin Bond remembers Ted at about 20 years of age when the club house on its Glover Street site had been up for about 2 years. Together in 1946 Ted and Bondy after training would walk up Glover Street, tram to Hurlstone Park, a quick milk shake and then home by train.





For those sensible enough not to have spent years making pieces of timber or plastic travel up to 22 km/hour over water there is a trophy called the Kings Cup with a history dating back to the First World War. In those days supremacy in Australian rowing was generally judged on a State versus State basis in a series of three races held once a year. The Eight (Kings Cup) a Four with coxswain for Lightweights (Penrith Cup) and the Presidents Cup for Single Scullers (Men), each State taking turns in hosting these special events. Up until the 1960s these series of races also provided the opportunity for the selection of Australian Rowers in international competition (Empire and Olympic Games)





Ted had 2 ambitions … But in 1947 his first was to establish his own business at 22 years of age and develop a small steel fabricating operation in St. Marys. Obviously Ted’s early career in the sport had to take this priority into account.





Returning full time to the club in 1951, some four years later, he formed a close association with Peter Evatt, who later was to become a National Champion, Olympian and Commonwealth Games representative. He was also influenced by Professor Frank Cotton and the Leichhardt Crew Members returning from the 1952 Olympics; Anderson Williamson, Finlay, Greenwood, Middleton. Other members of that crew was Ernie Chapman and Phil Cayser both from Sydney Rowing Club.





This confirmed Ted’s second ambition, to compete at the Olympics. He was then 28 years of age.





By 1954, Ted was rowing with Geoff Williamson, Stuart McKenzie, Peter Evatt and the 14 year old coxswain in test events, Lionel Robberds but he failed to make the 1954 Commonwealth Games squad. Ted was now 30 years of age but although not in the Australian team his Olympic vision was undiminished.





Ted was a member of the successful Leichhardt Eight winning the State 3 mile Championship in 1955, 1957, 1958 and 1959.





The Olympic year of 1956 again saw intense test racing across Australia. NSW coaches such as Chapman, Cayser and Evatt assessed the worth of NSW elite oarsmen including Ted but it was Anderson, Evatt, Harrison and Williamson of Leichhardt who were included in the 1956 Olympic team.





Ted was then 32 years of age when he was elected Captain of the Leichhardt Club throughout 1956, 1957, 1959 and 1960 and won his first Australian Championship in 1959 at the age of 36. Phil Cayser was the Coach of that NSW crew.





The 1960 Olympic test events in which Ted took part produced a coxed four which icomprised Annett, Waddington and Lionel Robberds (cox) from Leichhardt, with Hudson and Allen then of Mosman.





In those days, Olympic rowing team management was not equipped with the elaborate support it has today. The crew insisted that Ted Curtain accompany them as their coach for the Rome Olympics in 1960.





With Ted Curtain as coach and Lionel Robberds as coxswain, they were the only Australian crew to make a final. Ted Curtain had finally represented his country as an Olympian








ACHIEVMENTS OUT OF THE BOAT


In conjunction with John Harrison, the construction of the Leichhardt ergometers, an innovative device used by many clubs and organisations both here and overseas in the 1950s.


Again with Harrison, the unique design and construction of a purpose built racing boat trailer in the 1980s.


Again with Harrison, the clever design and building of the existing pontoon at Leichhardt which ensures a low profile and stable platform for boat handling.





Len McPherson, a former Leichhardt representative coxswain, spoke of the time when a much younger Ted and others watched the old timber and tar pontoon (about 40’ x 8’) blown from the staging in a howling westerly towards the Iron Cove Bridge. Ted ran to the stone jetty about 500m east of the shed, fronting Rozelle Hospital, and jumped on the pontoon as it floated past - a lone figure heading towards Sydney Harbour and without a paddle.





Before Peter Evatt passed away he tried to convince Ted to partner him in sailing in a class of boat which might take them to further Olympic representation. The Botany Bay chop convinced Ted that sailing in a boat skippered by Peter Evatt meant more time spent under the water than on it.





In later years Ted, Lionel and Geoff Williamson and others of their ilk continued to coach Leichhardt crews and influence the sporting careers of many young hopefuls whether as an Olympian/State/National champion or club rower/coach. Ted’s success as a businessman and oarsman was based on his honestly and strong work ethic.





Ted continued to row regularly on the original rowing machines at Leichhardt he had built in 1955 up to the early 80s. Ted was then 61 years of age.





He continued to attend the Old Oarsmen functions with his wife Betty and family members and provide positive counsel until he passed away a few days ago. 





May he Rest in Peace





 





 





 





 





 





 











